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A FRENCH CATHOLIC ON THE AMERICAN SABBATH, 


In an elaborate essay on Catholicism in North-America, published last 
year in the Correspondant of Paris, and translated and reprinted in the 
Catholischen Studien, the writer (Pierre Duval) pays the following eloquent 
tribute to the Sabbath in America. Though slightly overdrawn, it must be 


confessed, in one or two of its details, it is yet substantially true: 


“* America remains that land of all the world where Sunday is most con- 
scientiously observed. On this day commerce rests, and trade, and the sery- 
ice of the State; the courts and custom-houses observe it, and all political 
and civil functions cease. Congress has never met on Sunday. On this day 
no mail is carried, no railway-train runs, On this day all public amusements 
are suspended ; liquor-stores, billiard-saloons, coffee-houses are closed. 

“What is the secret power which thus holds this people, consumed 
during the six days with thirst for dollars? How is it that a people, with 
whom time is money, to whom money is the chief motive of its industry, 
yet knows how to spend twenty-four hours of this so precious time in a rest 
seemingly useless and even hurtful toits trade? Is it a grand, a divine, a 
religious idea which controls this community apparently so materialistic? Is 
there for them a higher interest whi¢h pushes back the interests of time? 
Is there a spiritual law before which, all their earthly strivines give way? 
Is there for these proud and independent spirits a supernatural authority 
which all recognize and obey ? 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH YEARS 


OF THE 


NEW-YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE, 


1869-1871. 


Or the twenty gentlemen who constituted the New-York 
Sabbath Committee at its organization in 1857, eleven are 
still members of it aud bear their part in its work, with a 
conviction, strengthened by each year’s experience, of the im- 
portanee of the object of the Committee, and of the expe- 
diency of its methods. 


OBJECT AND POLICY OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The work of the Committee is entirely unsectarian and prac- 
tical. It has respect to the Sabbath as a ew and as a reli- 
gious institution. 

The Committee aim to preserve the civil Sabbath as estab- 
lished in this country by law and national custom; to see 
that the Sunday laws are properly executed, and to secure 
better legislation where it may be necessary. They stand 
here on ground on which all American Christians, without 
distinetion of denomination or party, are in substantial agree- 
ment. They disclaim all compulsion in matters of conscience, 
all wish to make men religious by law. They recognize the 
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separation of Church and State, and the freedom of religion 
which our form of government assures, as a blessing beyond 
all price, to be most jealously guarded. But they regard it 
also as the right and duty of the State to protect by law the 
weekly rest-day as necessary to the good health and morals 
and social order of the community; and also to secure to the 
Christian people, who constitute its large majority, the enjoy- 
ment of their right to undisturbed worship. 

On these grounds, from the very beginning of our history, 
the Sabbath has been maintained by appropriate legislation. 
The State separates Sunday from all other days of the week 
as a day of rest and quiet. It puts the hand of its powerful 
protection between the laborer and that exacting spirit of gain- 
which would otherwise compel him to the weary round of seven 
days of weekly toil; and so secures to him at least one day for 
the rest of his body, for the improvement of his mind and heart, 
and for the enjoyment of home. 

It is Sunday, thus distinguished by law from other days, 
which constitutes the civil Sabbath ; and it is wise and appro- 
priate legislation, based on these principles and adapted to 
these ends, which the New-York Sabbath Committee aim to 
secure and enforce. 

The Sabbath is also a religious institution. The obligations 
of it as such are not matter of civil law. Here the appeal is 
to the individual conscience, enlightened by the Word and the 
Spirit of God, to enforce which is the appropriate office of 
the church and its ministry, which the Committee would not 
usurp. They are glad, however, to furnish to religious teach- 
ers such facts and considerations as may aid them in their work 
of instruction. They would also help, as they may, to awaken 
in the minds of the community an appreciation of the boon 
God has bestowed in the gift of the Sabbath, and of the obli- 
gation to use it in the spirit and for the ends for which it is 
given. 

The history of the two years now under review attests the 
wisdom of the policy thus indicated, and gives encouragement 
still to pursue it. 


SUNDAY LIQUOR-TRAFFIC. ; 


Previously existing statutes having been found practically 
inoperative the Committee acted with others in securing 
from the Legislature, in 1866, the passing of the Metropo- 
litan Excise Law. This law not only secured to the city 
treasury an annual revenue from license fees of a million 
and a quarter dollars in place of the few thousands received 
under former laws, and reduced by two thousand the number 
of places where liquor was sold, but, by effectually suppressing 
Sunday liquor-traffic, greatly diminished drunkenness and dis- 
order on that day, the proportion of arrests for these offences 
on Sundays being changed at once from 25 per cent more 
than on Tuesdays, to 44 per cent less than on the week-day. 

So effective a law excited vigorous opposition. The power- 
ful associations of liquor and beer dealers made efforts at each 
session of the Legislature to have it repealed. These efforts 
the Committee, in the interest of the Sabbath, to which the 
law afforded efficient protection, resisted. 

At length, in March, 1870, among the radical changes made 
by the Legislature in the government of this city, a bill was 
introduced in the Senate repealing the Metropolitan Excise 
Law, and bringing the city again under the provisions of the 
general excise law of the State, at the same time amending 
the State law so as to allow the selling of lager-beer on 
Sunday. 

Pending its discussion, the Committee did what they could 
to oppose the amendment. A delegation was sent to Albany, 
to make personal representations and appeal to members of 
the Legislature. The following remonstrance, signed by the 
Committee and a large number of our citizens, was presented : 


“ To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New-York: 

“The undersigned, citizens of New-York, respectfully but earnestly 
protest against the Sunday clause of the general excise bill now before 
your honorable body, because the apparent prohibition of Sunday 
liquor-selling is expressed in such ambiguous terms as will inevitably 
lead to its evasion, and because the sale of lager-beer on Sunday is 
expressly allowed therein. 
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“The permission of this Sunday traffic is contrary to the uniform 
policy of the State from the beginning of our history; unjustly dis- 
criminates in favor of places of resort, among which are many of the 
most demoralizing haunts in all our large towns and cities; will expose 
many persons, especially the young, to peculiar temptations to drunken- 
ness and debauchery; and will tend to the great increase of disorder 
and crime, and to the disturbance of that peace and quiet on the Sab- 
bath to which the Christian people of the State are entitled.” 


Similar remonstrances were sent up from other parts of the 
State. Under the auspices of the Committee, a large and 
influential public meeting was held in Albany, at which able 
addresses were delivered by the chairman, E. P. Prentice, 
Esq., Dr. Schaff, Judge Bacon of Utica, Rev. H. D. Ganse, 
and Dr. J. T. Peck. Resolutions in behalf of the Sabbath 
and against legalizing the Sunday beer-traffic were adopted 
and presented to the Legislature. 

But the supposed exigencies of party prevailed with some 
of our legislators, who had at first opposed the measure, and 
the amendment secured the necessary majority in both houses. 
Certain changes, however, made in the bill by the Assembly, 
necessitated its return to the Senate for their concurrence. 
This afforded opportunity for further opposition. It became 
evident that the proposed change was contrary to the conyic- 
tions and wishes of the good people of the State, and that it 
was not wise or safe for any party to disregard them. The 
public sentiment was respected. The Senate, and then the 
House, reversed their action by striking out the section allow- 
ing the selling of lager-beer on Sunday, and the Sunday 
clause of the general excise law was left unchanged upon the 
statute-book. 

This result afforded a most encouraging proof of the power 
of the public sentiment throughout the State in favor of the 
Sabbath, which has become the more intelligent and decided 
by means of the extensive discussion of the question to which 
these measures at Albany have led. 

The attempt was renewed in the Legislature of the present 
year to secure the exemption of lager-beer from the provisions 
of the Excise Law, so as to allow its sale on Sunday. The 
Committee took steps immediately against it. The Secretary 
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and one of the Committee visited Albany, and had personal 
interviews with a number of the members. There was a very 
general disposition expressed to accept the decision of the 
question as made by previous Legislatures, and the law re- 
mains unchanged. 

The repeal of the Metropolitan Excise Law was weleomed 
by the liquor dealers of this city as a practical triumph, under 
the assurance that the State law would never be enforced. 

The two principal German papers of this city thus an- 
nounced it. 


“Tt would, indeed, have been more honorable and glorious to have 
conquered in open battle, that is, to have got rid of the hated Sunday- 
law and every thing pertaining to it, by a direct repeal, by an expressive 
and clear resolution. But when this proved inexpedient, the next best 
thing was done. The enemy, by a sort of mancuvre, was deprived of 
the power of doing further injury. Of course, this was not an heroic act 
‘to boast of; but the surprised have certainly no reason for laughing and 
triumphing. However gladly they would continue their Sunday tricks, 
they have absolutely not the power to do so; they must see with silent 
anger in their heart how the Puritan prejudice is mocked and violated.” 
—Staats-Zeitung. 

“We will not deny that we would have preferred @ victory of the 
principle of free religion and traffic to this practical triumph. But the 
Democracy in the Legislature was in a difficult position. It had in both 
Houses only a bare majority, and several of its members were afraid of 
the churchly spirit of their country constituents. The votes of the 
Republicans against the Sunday fanaticism could not be counted on at 
all. Consequently a compromise had to be conceded, which leaves the 
question of principle undecided, but grants, however, all practical ad- 
vantages, equal indeed to a complete victory. Freedom reigns in 
Gotham’s halls !”—Wew- Yorker Journal. 


The new Board of Excise declared their purpose to exe- 
cute the law fairly but firmly, and directed particular atten- 
tion to the Sunday clause, saying, “that all places where in- 
toxicating drinks are sold must be kept carefully closed on 
Sundays.” In a case brought before the Court of Special 
Sessions, Judge Dowling said “he thought six days of the 
week and twenty hours a day was time enough for selling 
liquor ; and any person whom he should find guilty of violat- 
ing the law on this subject, he would punish by both fine and 
imprisonment.” 
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Nevertheless the traffic began at once to be carried on in 
open violation of the law. As a consequence, disorder and 
crimes of violence immediately_and rapidly increased. Day 
after day, and week after week, the papers of the city, 
almost without exception, called attention to the alarming 
fact, and traced it to its source in the unrestrained liquor traf- 
fic. The increase of arrests was disproportionately large on 
Sundays, and showed the results of the increased selling of 
liquor on that day. ~ 

After waiting till the newly-organized police arrangements 
of the city should get fairly into operation, without seeing 
any change for the better, the Committee prepared the fol- 
lowing petition, which was signed by two hundred of our 
prominent citizens, without respect of party : 


“To the Mayor, the Board of Excise, the Board of Police,and other Ma-~ 
gistrates of the City of: New-York : 

“The undersigned, citizens of New-York, respectfully represent that 
they view with regret and alarm the manifest increase of disorder and 
crime in this city, especially upon Sundays ; which, to a large extent, is 
to be traced to the increased selling of liquor and beer on that day, in 
violation of the law. 

‘““We beg leave also to call your attention to the open violation of 
law, in the theatrical exhibitions which are publicly advertised and 
held on Sundays. 

‘““These laws are such as experience has shown to be necessary for the 
protection of persons and property, and for the good order and safety 
~ of the city; and they are approved by the great body of the people. 

“As law-abiding citizens, we desire and haye a right to expect their 
enforcement; which, therefore, we respectfully but earnestly ask at 
your hands, and assure you of our hearty support therein.” 


Just before this petition was presented, the Board of Police 
passed a resolution that the law should be enforced, and an 
order to this effect was issued by the Superintendent of 
Police. It is evident, however, that this order has never been 
carried out. While many of the liquor-shops are ostensibly 
closed on Sundays, the traffic in many of them is but little 
restrained, being carried on through side entrances, where it is 
not done openly. 
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The result of this state of things is shown in part by the 
following table : 


Average Sunday arrests for disorder and drunkenness during the years 


PREG OS are Na fal asie a cave c. aia Mae gae cde ee ote ateeials ceeeteretl« 66 
Average Tuesday arrests 6... cccese ee eceee FTE OCT OSd au ot couor ot ial 
Average Sunday arrests for year ondiag May 1, 1871 bHpndnuddoutanuvo” 138 

ss Tuesday “ pes ORD AME es Aree Ok doers 161 


This table shows that, in comparing the past year with the 
three preceding years when the Metropolitan Excise Law was 
in force, there has been both a very large increase of drunken- 
ness and disorder, and that this increase has been greatly dis- 
proportionate on Sundays,—the Tuesday arrests being 37 per 
cent, and the Sunday arrests over 100 per cent more hs under 
the tier system. 

The fact that the vigorous efforts for the repeal of the Sun- 
day clause made in former years by the liquor-dealers of this 
city have not been renewed this year, may be accepted as addi- 
tional proof that the law as now administered does not put 
serious restraint upon the illegal Sunday traffic. 


SUNDAY THEATRES, ETC. 

The theatrical and similar exhibitions on Sunday which a 
few years since had become very numerous in this city, and 
were exerting a most disastrous influence, especially upon the 
young of both sexes, were effectually restrained by the acts of 
April 17th, 1860, and April 17th, 1862 which prohibit Sunday 
performances, and the selling of liquor.and the employment 
of female attendants, making either of these offences a misde- 
meanor punishable by fine, and annulling the license of the 
offending party. For some time past, these exhibitions have 
been multiplying under the name of concerts, and recently 
they have begun to throw off even this disguise. The atten- 
tion of the authorities has been called in vain to the flagrant 
violation of law in these cases. The Society for the Refor- 
mation of ,Juvenile Delinquents which receives the theatre 
license fees, and is authorized to sue for the fines and penal- 
ties, has taken successful action lately in several instances where 
performances were given by unlicensed parties, by sueing out 
writs of injunction against them, it being almost impossible to 
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prosecute them to conviction for misdemeanor in our courts. 
At the last session of the Legislature, it was sought to secure 
a repeal of so much of these laws as require theatres to take 
out licenses. As this provision affords the only practical re- 
straint upon Sunday performances, its repeal was earnestly 
resisted. 


OTHER AND OCCASIONAL SABBATH DESECRATION. 

Within the past two or three years, there has been an in- 
crease in the number of stores open and of ordinary traffic 
transacted on Sunday in the eastern part of the city, in- 
habited almost exclusively by Germans and others of foreign 
birth. It is almost impossible to restrain this where those on 
whom rests the responsibility of enforcing the laws are disin- 
clined to do so. 

With the exception here mentioned, the quiet and order of 
the Sabbath have been preserved to a very gratifying degree. 
There has been less disturbance from noisy processions on 
Sunday than in former years. Occasionally complaints have 
been made of the noisy erying of newspapers ; but such dis- 
turbances have been suppressed by the police when their at- 
tention has been called to the facts. Every citizen who is 
friendly to a quiet Sabbath has a responsibility in this matter, 
and can do much to prevent the growth of such nuisances by 
personal representations to the proper authorities when viola- 
tions of the laws which protect the good order of the day 
fall under his notice. 


SUNDAY AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY. 

The Board of Visitors to the Naval Academy at Annapolis 
for the year 1869, in their report to the Secretary of the Navy, 
ealled attention to the fact that on the Sabbath the students 
were required to conform to prescribed hours of secular 
study ; and they say that 

“The judgment of the wisest physiologists, as well as the moral and 
religious sense of the country, requires that Sunday shall be a day of 
rest from all unnecessary labor. We do not believe that this infringe- 
ment of the rule finds the compensation in the additional progress 
made in study.” x 


The recommendation of the Board was disregarded, and 
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the revised edition of the regulations of the Academy subse- | 
quently published contained the same obnoxious rule. It. 
came to the knowledge of the Committee that, in not a few 
instances, students were virtually compelled to study on Sun- 
day, against their conscientious convictions, and that the ten- 
dency of the regulation was greatly to impair their reverence 
for the Sabbath. The Committee brought the facts to the 
notice of several of our senators and representatives in Con- 
gress, and suggested that it should be provided by law that 
the courses of study be so arranged as to secure to the stu- 
dents the rest of the Sabbath. The Hon. C. D. Drake, Sena- 
tor, whose interest in the matter the Committee gratefully ac- 
knowledge, made representation of the facts to the Secretary 
of the Navy, and an order was issued rescinding the rule re- 
quiring Sunday study. This new order, however, was so ap- 
plied that it failed to give the desired relief ; and the Commit- 
tee again called attention to the matter. Friends of the Sab- 
bath in other parts of the country lent their influence. A law 
was finally passed by Congress, (Army Bill, Sec. 21,) enacting 


“That the Secretaries of War and the Navy be, and they are hereby 
authorized and directed so to arrange the course of studies and the 
order of recitations at the Military and Naval Academies that the stu- 
dents in said institutions will not be required to pursue their studies on 
Sunday.” 

It is hoped that the law will be fairly carried out, both at 
Annapolis and West-Point. The rights of conscience of such 
of the young men as choose to keep holy the Sabbath-day are 
entitled to respect. Reverence for God’s laws impairs no 
true soldierly qualities. Surely a Christian people have a 
right to demand that those who are educated for the public 
service at the public expense shall not be taught to despise 
Christian institutions. 


THE PRESS AND PUBLICATIONS. 

The Committee gratefully acknowledge the important ser- 
vices rendered to the cause by the leading journals of this city, 
secular as well as religious, in promoting an intelligent public 
sentiment in behalf of the Sabbath. Nearly all the principal 
daily papers have ably defended the peace and order of the 
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day against particular encroachments, and have thrown their 
influence in favor of the efforts which the Committee have 
made from time to time against public Sabbath desecration. 
In the manly stand which many of them have taken on this 
subject, our journals compare very favorably with the press of 
other places. 

The documents of the Committee continue to be widely dis- 
tributed. Of the last Report, Doc. 36, 2000 copies were is- 
sued. The Committee have also published Doe. 37, “ Sunday 
Laws of the State of New-York, and Judicial Decisions af- 
firming their Constitutionality,” of which nearly 1000 copies 
have been put into the hands of lawyers, judges, and other 
persons throughout the State. A popular tract, “ The Sab- 
bath and the State,” showing the grounds on which the State 
maintains the Sabbath as a civil institution, has been widely 
distributed. A Circular Letter has been recently addressed to 
more than three thousand Pastors of different denominations 
in this State, respectfully urging the present need of instruc- 
tion from the pulpit as to the divine law of the Sabbath, and 
suggesting certain facts and considerations bearing on the sub- 
ject. The good fruits of this appeal are already beginning to ap- 
pear. Replies are being daily received from pastors express- 
ing their purpose to comply with its suggestions, and asking 
for the help of the Committee’s documents. 


PUBLIC MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 

A public meeting was held at Association Hall, on Sunday 
evening, April 9th, 1871. Members of the Committee and 
other prominent friends of the Sabbath occupied the plat- 
form. After prayer by Dr. Schaff, the Chairman, Mr. Nor- 
man White, in a few introductory remarks, spoke of the prin- 
ciples which from the beginning had governed the Committee 
in their work, and especially of the care with which they had 
distinguished between the sacred and the civil Sabbath, and 
the methods of reform appropriate to each. He said that 
their motto had been vigilance, moderation, perseverance, to 
which, under God, their very encouraging success was due, 
and expressed in behalf of the Committee their grateful ap- 
preciation of the labors of the late Secretary, Dr. Schaff, 
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A brief sketch of the work of the Committee, and of the 
results attained, was then presented by the Secretary, Rev. 
Mr. Atterbury, who referred to the report about to be printed 
for fuller details. 

Charles Tracy, Esq., followed with an able address on the 
necessity and grounds of legislation in behalf of the weekly 
rest-day. Nathan Bishop, LL.D., a member of the Committee, 
in few but forcible words showed how inadequate was the Com- 
mittee to the work undertaken, without the codperation of all 
good citizens, and pressed upon every man the duty both of per- 
sonally observing the Sabbath, and of sacredly respecting the 
equal right of others, especially employees and dependents, to 
it. The Rev. Dr. John Hall made the closing address, ex- 
pressing his hearty sympathy with the Committee in their 
work and his sense of its importance, and then taking up 
and clearly answering the main objections to the scriptural 
and divine authority of the Sabbath. The large audience gave 
deeply interested attention to the close of the services. 


The Rey. Dr. Philip Schaff, for six years the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Committee, resigned this position in June, 
1870, that he might enter upon a professorship in the Union 
Theological Seminary. In accepting his resignation, the Com- 
mittee expressed their sense of the eminent zeal and ability 
with which he had discharged the duties of his office and the 
great value of his services to the cause of the Sabbath, especially 
among the Germans of this country. In order to retain his 
counsel and codperation, and as a mark of the esteem in which 
he is held by the Committee, he was elected Honorary Secre- 
tary. 


SABBATH MEETINGS AND CONVENTIONS. 


The Secretary and members of the Committee have at- 
tended and addressed, in behalf of the Sabbath, various eccle- 
siastical bodies, conventions, and meetings. An extensive 
correspondence has been maintained with the friends of the 
Sabbath in different parts of our land, and to some extent in 
other countries. 

The Congregational Conference of Ohio, at their annual 
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meeting in 1869, appointed a committee for correspondence 
with other ecclesiastical bodies “in the hope that the voices of 
the Christian Church might be more definitely heard in protest 
against the desecration of the Sabbath, especially by railway 
companies, and on behalf of employees who were deprived of 
its sacred privileges.” To this action many of the ecclesiastical 
bodies addressed responded. As one of its results, a Sabbath 
Convention for Northern Ohio was called, and met at Akron, 
Ohio, Oct. 26th and 27th, 1870. Nearly 200 delegates, includ- 
ing many of the influential ministers and laymen of that part 
of the State, were in attendance, and much interest was mani- 
fested in the proceedings. Various questions connected with 
the Sabbath were ably discussed. The results of the discus- 
sions were embodied in appropriate resolutions, and the pro- 
ceedings were printed for distribution. The Secretary of the 
Committee by invitation attended and addressed the Conven- 
tion on the principal topics. 

At Morrisania, N. Y., the aid of the Committee was sought in 
organizing a Sabbath association similar to our own, under whose 
auspices a series of meetings has been held, and other mea- 
sures have been taken in behalf of the Sabbath. The Chair- 
man and Secretary of the Committee have delivered several ~ 
addresses at these meetings, and in other ways given such help 
as they could. 

At Buffalo, N. Y., at a meeting of prominent laymen, as- 
sembled for the purpose, the need of organized action in be- 
half of the Sabbath was discussed, and by request, the Chair- 
man of our Committee made a full statement of what was 
being done in this city. A Sabbath Committee was subse- 
quently organized, but it is not known that they have as yet 
entered upon any plan of action. 


THE SABBATH CAUSE IN OTHER STATES. 

The Boston Sabbath Committee was organized in January, 
1871, at a meeting of influential laymen of different denomi- 
nations, called for the purpose. The Chairman of the New- 
York Committee attended by invitation, and gave informa- 
tion as to the policy and methods pursued in this city. 

The Philadelphia Sabbath Association, in its last report, 
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speaks of the marked success which, by the blessing of God, 
has attended its efforts for the past twenty-five years, as an 
earnest of still greater blessings on its labors in future. Dur- 
ing the last year, “it has made renewed exertion to influence 
thought and action by (1) appealing to clergymen to preach 
and to laymen to procure the preaching of sermons on the 
Sabbath question ; (2) procuring insertion in the newspapers 
of all classes of Sabbath tracts, carefully prepared and fur- 
nished for the purpose; (8) scattering brief, forcible extracts, 
favoring Sabbath observance.” 

The Cincinnati Sabbath Committee report efforts, successful 
at least in part, to secure the closing of liquor and beer shops 
and confectionery stores on Sunday. 

At St. Louis, a movement in favor of Sabbath reform has 
been started by the pastors. By common consent, sermons 
were preached on the subject in most of the churches on 
April 16th. The pastor and one layman from each church 
constitute a General Sabbath Committee, who are instructed 
to call a mass convention at an early day. 

The Sabbath Association of Maryland, composed of promi- 
nent laymen of Baltimore, in addition to the personal labors 
of their Secretary, Rev. G. P. Nice, largely employ the press, 
and have issued Sabbath tracts in English and German. They 
say, “The Maryland Sunday laws are excellent, but the un- 
faithfulness of those whose duty it is to execute them occasions 
trouble. The opponents of the Sunday law have made efforts 
at the last three Legislative Assemblies to obtain its repeal, 
but have been signally defeated. The last attempt was to 
exempt the city of Baltimore from the restrictions of the law, 
so as to allow the Sunday sale of liquor; this also failed. But 
advantage is taken of every pretext for evading the law, and 
constant vigilance is required. The crying of newspapers on 
Suuday has been suppressed. Baltimore is claimed as ex- 
celling other large cities in quiet and order on Sunday. The 
suspension of boat transit on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
was effected in the fall of 1869. By this a large number of 
boatmen, bridge and lock-tenders, ete., are allowed the rest of 
Sunday. It is noteworthy that the revenues of the canal 
largely increased after this change was made.” 
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The Cleveland, Ohio, Sabbath Committee, composed of some 
of the most active and influential laymen of that city, has 
made its influence felt in resisting encroachments upon the 
Sabbath, and in invigorating public sentiment in its behalf. 

Chicago, IU.—In this busy metropolis of the North-west, 
Sunday desecration has assumed formidable proportions. Be- 
side that which arises from railway traftic noticed below, the 
issuing and crying of Sunday newspapers, the opening of 
German theatres, saloons, and dance-houses, are the more pro- 
minent and offensive sources of the disturbance of the rest 
and quiet of the day. Notwithstanding the numbers and in- 
fluence of its Christian citizens, resistance to the evil seems to 
have been spasmodic and ineffective, chiefly, it is believed, 
from the want of combined and organized effort. Very re- 
cently attempts have been made by a portion of the business 
community against some of the glaring forms of Sunday dese- 
cration, and the Mayor has issued orders for a strict enforce- 
ment of the law for the closing of saloons on Sunday, which 
has hitherto been a dead letter. 

The California Christian Sabbath Society, Rev. James P. 
Ludlow, San Francisco, Secretary, has circulated a large num- 
ber of the documents of the New-York Committee. From its 
reports, the following facts are compiled: 

Owing to the peculiar circumstances of its settlement, and 
the unusually large proportion of foreigners in its population, 
there have been peculiar difficulties in establishing in Califor- 
nia the habits and maintaining the legal sanctions of the Sab- 
bath, such as exist in older States. 

In 1855, soon after it became a State, the first Sunday law 
was passed, “To prohibit barbarous and noisy amusements 
on the Christian Sabbath.” In 1858, an act was passed 
which prohibited ordinary traffic and business on that day. 
This act was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, 
one of the three judges dissenting. In 1861, the law of 1858 
was in substance reénacted ; and the question of its constitu- 
tionality being submitted to the Supreme Court, the former 
decision was reversed and the law proclaimed constitutional, 
the opinion of the Court being expressed in a lucid and able 
argument in favor of legislation in general, and of this in par- 
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ticular, for the protection and observance of the Sabbath.’ 
All the judges concurred in this opinion. 

During the session of the Legislature of 1862, strenuous 
efforts were made by the opposers of Sunday laws to secure 
their repeal. But the friends of the Sabbath, in response to 
appeals from a Sabbath Committee in San Francisco, sent for- 
ward an overwhelming number of counter petitions, and the 
repeal was prevented. 

At the same session, prompted by the disscussion of the 
general subject, the market-men and barbers of San Francisco, 
upon their own petition, obtained the enactment of two spe- 
cial laws for that city, one prohibiting the keeping open of 
markets and the selling of provisions on Sunday; and the 
other, the keeping open of barber-shops after one p.m. on that 
day. 

At the session of the Legislature in 1868, the enemies of the 
Sabbath renewed their opposition, and made it a political 
question, voting only for such candidates as pledged them- 
selves to the repeal of the existing Sunday laws, and against 
the enactment of any new ones. But remonstrance against 
the repeal were presented, signed by thousands of the best 
citizens of all parts of the State, and the measure was again 
defeated. 

The attempt, however, was not abandoned, though the tac- 
ties of the anti-Sabbath party were now changed. They con- 
tented themselves with such a modification of the laws as to 
allow of theatrical performances on Sunday, the hope being 
that if this could be accomplished, the rest would follow. 

The next Legislature met in 1870. With probably a majo- 
rity of the members and the Executive elected on their writ- 
ten pledge at least not to oppose, if they did not actively abet, 
the anti-Sabbath measure, the result was not doubtful. A 
bill was passed amending the previous Sunday laws so as to 
allow of theatrical representations and musical concerts on 
that day. “In how adroit a manner,” said a German anti- 
Sabbath paper of large circulation, “this German wedge is 
driven into the heterogeneous Sunday-legislation, which it is 
eventually to blow into the air, can be easily seen from the 
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wording of the bill.” This bill the Governor permitted to be- 
come a law by retaining it for ten days. 

So certain were its friends of the success of their measure, 
that Sunday theatrical performances were advertised in ad- 
vance of its passage. On the first Sabbath after its becoming 
a law, the theatres and dance-honses and other places of the 
lowest and most demoralizing amusement were thrown open. 
One of the theatres announced for Sunday evening “the inau- 
guration of the repeal of the Sunday law by the performance 
of the Black Crook and other ballets.” 

The following is a specimen of the spirit with which the 
measure was greeted by the anti-Sabbath press of the.country: 


“ Sunday-theatre contra Sunday-law.—Shakespeare, Goethe, and Schil- 
ler have triumphed over the preacher, the theatre over the church; 
for the Sunday-theatre bill passed in the Senate of California on Janu- 
ary 14th by an enormous majority, and the German population of San 
Francisco breathes freely again, the theatrical management see the Da- 
mocles-sword of Sunday-law almost removed, and permanent engage- 
ment of foreign artists made possible again. * * * Two petitions 
were presented against the bill from clergymen of San Francisco and 
Sacramento, among whom we regret to see the name of one German. 
Of course these petitions had not the least effect. The politicians ac- 
commodate themselves to their voters as the clergymen to their pew- 
holders. The Sunday-theatre question had been ventilated at the elec- 
tion of the Legislature. Candidates had pledged themselves to the 
Germans, and felt that they could not break their promises without 
danger to their political future.”—Jllinois Staats Zeitung. 


ANTI-SABBATH MOVEMENTS. 


The occurrence of the Fourth of July, 1869, on Sunday, was 
made the occasion of anti-Sabbath demonstrations, by a part 
of the foreign population in ‘a few of our cities. At Pitts- 
burg, Pa., the proposal of some of the German societies to 
have the usual celebration on that day instead of conforming 
to the uniform American custom and deferring it to Monday, 
was met by earnest remonstrance from the grand-jury of the 
county, the Common Councils of Pittsburg and Allegheny, 
and the citizens in public meetings called for the purpose. 
The German Lutheran churches and pastors united in an ad- 
mirable card published in the journals, in which they showed 


17 


that but a part of the German citizens were engaged in the 
movement, and uttered their protest against it, “ because we 
respect the law which makes our American Sunday a day of 
quiet and rest, and because, as peace-loving and law-abiding 
citizens, we willingly and cheerfully conform to the time- 
honored and cherished national customs of our adopted 
country.” The celebration was held in spite of these remon- 
strances; but its effect on the whole was to call out and to 
strengthen the regard of the community generally for the 
Sabbath, and to show the spirit and aims of those who set 
themselves against it. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, where the Germans constitute one 
third of the population, the same thing was attempted. Strong 
remonstrances were signed by hundreds of the best citizens 
against the proposed innovation upon the quiet and order of 
Sunday. Some German societies gave public notice that they 
~-ould take no part in it, and probably the larger part of the 
German population disapproved of it. 

In some of our towns and cities, especially at the North- 
west, where the proportion of foreign population is large, the 
annual festivals of the Turners and singing societies have been 
made the occasion of public and noisy disturbance of Sunday. 
At La Crosse, Wis., as reported in one of our journals, at 
the anniversary of the Turners of the State, “as if in wanton 
outrageof the habits and feelings of the Sabbath-loving 
citizens, Sunday was made the day of noisiest demonstrations. 
It was ushered in by the firing of cannon, and during the day 
and evening bands of music disturbed the peace, while the 
streets were filled with multitudes of those whom wild ex- 
citement, beer, and the fumes of tobacco had robbed of com- 
mon courtesy and regard for the rights of others.” 

At the annual festival of the German musical societies, in 
June, 1870, at Cincinnati, Sunday was the chief day of the 
festivities, and was kept by a grand picnic, at which thirty 
thousand of all classes gathered, and the day was spent in 
rifleshooting, games, dancing, feasting, music, and drinking 
lager and wine. A Cincinnati paper says, “‘ The beer, of 
course, flowed freely all day. Every singing society, and 
every party of any number, had its five and ten kegs, while 
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hundreds of kegs were sold at the refreshment stands. Not 
less than 3000 kegs were sent to the grove. Thousands of 
bottles of wine were drunk at the dinner.” At night, the im- 
mense crowd, wearied with the day’s dissipation, returned to 
the city. 


COOPERATION OF GERMAN CHRISTIANS. 


A large and increasing proportion of the German and 
Scandinavian population of our country appreciate both the 
religious value of our American Sabbath observance, and its 
importance to the stability of our free institutions. The Ger- 
man religious papers and the German pastors have earnestly 
opposed attempts, such as have been mentioned, to trample 
upon the sanctity of the Lord’s day. The Committee has 
received important help in its work from the German 
Christians of this city, and elsewhere their codperation has 
been heartily given to kindred organizations. The German 
church in this country is so numerous, and the national spirit 
among them, revived by recent events in Europe, is so strong, 
that it is of the highest importance that they be enlisted 
heartily in maintaining the Sabbath as a bulwark of our com- 
mon Christianity and our common liberty. 


SUNDAY RAILWAY TRAFFIC. 


One of the chief sources of danger to our national habits of 
Sabbath observance is in our immense railway system. From 
our principal cities, regular and excursion trains on Sunday, 
into the adjacent country, are becoming more and more nu- 
merous, But the main evil arises from the great through lines 
of travel and transportation. The opening of the Pacific 
road has already told disastrously in this regard upon many 
connecting roads, which before that time had suspended or 
greatly diminished transportation on Sunday. In many cases, 
construction work goes on as well on Sunday as on the six work- 
ing days. 

‘As an instance and illustration of what is here said, an in- 
telligent and trustworthy correspondent at Chicago, IIl., re- 
ports, “that trains run on Sunday upon all the roads converg- 
ing here.. During the busy season of the year, a portion of 
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the regular passenger trains are stopped on the Sabbath from 
want of passengers, and the opportunity is taken to use the 
clearance of the track for pushing forward accumulations of 
freight ; so that a heavier amount of labor is extorted from 
the men than on other days. The practice here at head- 
quarters, gives the law along the line. The loading and 
discharging of grain from the principal elevators, and from 
the steamers of the principal transportation companies, on 
the Sabbath, has now become an established custom. Some 
of the houses and lines, to their honor be it said, have re- 
fused to ship on Sunday, thereby incurring loss of trade. But 
there is a steady advance of Sabbath labor along the docks 
and elevators.” 

Does not the warning of Merle D’Aubigné apply with equal 
significance to our country? “If you English people do not 
take good heed, the railway system will be a battering-ram to 
break down your Sabbaths.” 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 


Canapa.—The Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society has 
turned its attention chiefly to the doing away of Sunday labor 
in connection with the post-office service, railways, and the 
canals. In the Province of Ontario, there has not been for 
some years past, any transmission of mails on Sunday, and 
postmasters are not required to open their offices for the de- 
livery of letters on that day. In Nova Scotia, post-office 
and mail service has been suspended on Sunday by act of le- 
gislature for twenty years past, and with confessed benefit. 
The good moral results of the closing of Sunday traffic on the 
Welland and La Chine canals are clearly attested. 


Eneianp.—The Lord’s Day Observance Socicty, the Sunday 
Rest Association, and numerous other kindred societies are 
effectively laboring to resist encroachments upon the Sabbath, 
especially by trade in London and the larger towns, and by 
the railways. Several of these associations are composed of 
and managed by working-men, who feel the special value to 
their class of the weekly rest-day and of the laws and habits 
which assure to them its enjoyment. 
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Efforts persistently made for a long time to open the Crys- 
tal Palace on Sunday have been effectually defeated, and the 
question is now regarded as settled. Attempts continue to be 
made by the National Sunday League and others in London 
to secularize the Sabbath by lectures, some of them scientific 
and others distinctively atheistic, and by Sunday concerts, 
excursions, and in other ways. On the other hand, a society 
has been established in London for the special purpose of en- 
forcing the existing laws against Sunday trading, which, in 
large districts of the city, had long fallen into disuse, and 
Sunday trading had grown into enormous proportions. After 
much delay and consultation, the metropolitan magistrates 
decided, in February, 1870, to enforce the existing law when 
offenders are brought before them, and within the past year 
more than two hundred offending tradesmen have had to pay 
the penalty, and very many shops have been closed. A 
movement has been set on foot by some of the metropolitan 
gas managers to reduce the amount of Sunday work in gas 
establishments throughout the country. Something has been 
effected toward suppressing the Sunday delivery of letters in 
different postal districts. 

Three measures with relation to the Sabbath are before 
Parliament: (1) The Sunday Trading bill, of Mr. Thomas 
Hughes, which, while aiming to restrict Sunday trading more 
effectually than by existing statutes, is opposed by many 
friends of the Sabbath, because it legalizes certain kinds of 
trade during a partof the day. (2) Mr. Ryland’s bill “ to ex- 
tend to the whole of Sunday the present restrictions on the 
sale of beer and other fermented or distilled liquors,” in 
England and Wales; this is not to be pressed if the govern- 
ment licensing bill, which the Home Secretary, Mr. Bruce, 
proposes, have satisfactory Sunday clauses. (3) Mr. Charles 
Reed’s motion for stopping Sunday postal work, namely: 

“That the employment by the State of upward of twenty thousand 
persons in the departments of the post-office on the Sabbath day, is not 
justified by any public necessity ; and that, in the opinion of this house, 
it is desirable that the exemption from Sunday labor enjoyed by the 
letter-earriers of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, and one hundred 


and fourteen other post towns, should be extended to all letter-carriers 
and rural messengers throughout the United Kingdom,” 
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Scorranp.—Trade, and railway and steamer traffic, are mak- 
ing serious assaults upon time-honored principles of Sabbath- 
keeping in Scotland. The statutes against Sunday trading 
have recently been enforced anew in Edinburgh and elsewhere, 
and the plea that they had fallen into desuetude, has been set 
aside by the High Court of Justiciary. 

The Sabbath Alliance of Scotland is vigorously at work, re- 
sisting Sunday desecration at home, and codperating with 
societies in England, in securing petitions to Parliament in 
behalf of or against measures there pending. 


Swirzertanp.— The Society for the Sanctification of the Sab- 
bath, at Geneva, has prosecuted its work in connection with 
similar associations in other cities, by public meetings, by 
the public press, and especially by the publication of able and 
earnest discussions of the Sabbath question, written chiefly by 
that devoted friend of the Sabbath, Mr. Alexander Lombard. 
It has paid attention to the postal service and railway tran- 
sportation on Sunday; and it has sought to influence persons 
of different classes in favor of Sabbath keeping by appropriate 
personal appeals in the form of printed letters, handbills, ete. 
A brief appeal to strangers and travellers in favor of the Sab- 
bath, printed in different languages, has been widely posted 
in hotels throughout the country. 


Grerce.—The following facts are furnished by a native: resi- 
dent of Athens: 


“Before and after the independence of Greece, Sunday was a day of 
rest from manual labor, but not excluding mental occupation and amuse- 
ment of all kinds. During the short-lived republican government that 
was established immediately after the declaration of independence, 
all public business, without exception, was suspended by order of the 
government on the Lord’s day. But no sooner was the Bavarian dynasty 
established, than the Lord’s day changed both its appearance and impor- 
tance, being, by order of that government, appointed as a day on which 
public sales and public and private contracts must be made, in order to 
their being valid before the law. Ever since, the day is used for all 
such and similar purposes. Against this desecration of the Sabbath, 
the Star of the Hast, a Protestant weekly newspaper started at Athens, 
in 1858, by Dr. Kalopothakes, was the first to raise its voice, and its pro- 
test was supported by the example of a few evangelical Greeks, residing 
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at Athens, who closed both their houses and places of business to friends 
‘and customers on that day. Since then, the question has been agitated 
in various ways, other organs of the press coming out in favor of sus- 
pending all kinds of business, and public opinion is gradually forming 
in its fayor.” 


THE FRENCH SUNDAY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 


Striking testimony as to the way in which Sunday is kept 
in Paris, and its moral and sanitary effects upon the commu- 
nity, has been given from sources which can not be suspected 
of undue bias in favor of rigid views: 

Colonel Forney, in a letter some time ago from Paris to his 
paper, quoted from Galignani’s Messenger the “ Stranger’s 
Diary for Sunday,” announcing nineteen theatres, sixteen 
other places of amusements, two horse-races, in the same 
column with a list of churches, French, English, and Ame- 
rican, and added, “ This is Paris on Sunday! . . . When the 
degradation of that day of rest is completed, and it is disho- 
nored in America as it is here, freedom will have gone from 
us forever.” 


The New-York World of May 15th, 1870, has the following 
from its Paris correspondent: 


“ Paris, May 4.—The seventh day brings no respite to them here. On 
the contrary, it is the day they work hardest. On no night are the 
theatres so crammed; on no day are the butchers’ stalls frequented by 
more customers than on Sunday. It is not the day of rest in Paris, ’tis 
the day of activity..... Breakfast ended, they pace the boulevards 
or go up and down the Avenue des Champs Elysées, perambulate the 
public gardens, fill the museums, (all of them are opened Sundays,) 
choke the railways’ suburban trains. Nobody knows fatigue on Sun- 
day in Paris. . . . When night comes, they go to the theatre. . . . 


PERNICIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 


“T haye heard some narrow-minded, uneducated Americans applaud 
this manner of spending Sunday, as vigorously as they censure the old- 
fashioned American ways of hallowing this day They did not know 
the sequences of this feverish activity. There is not an old stone- 
mason, or an old shoemaker, or an old carpenter, or an old painter, or 
an old printer, or any other old artisan in Paris. When you visit Paris, 
look around you, and "twill be with astonishment you will observe no- 
where old workmen. Here, an artisan five and forty years old is gene- 
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rally so completely worn out that he is fit for nothing. It is next to 
impussible for a man of this age to obtain work here. ‘ You are too 
old!’ is the rebuff he gets everywhere. Medical men say, this prema- 
ture decline, which antedates years, is owing absolutely to the want of 
a day of rest once a week. Going to museums, poring over books, 
amusemerts of every sort, ‘improving the mind,’ are equally perni- 
cious as beard work. Man is at bottom an animal, and when he refuses, 
or neglects, or ignores this main element of himself, he becomes prema- 
turely old, or he drops into an early grave with some of those obscure 
diseases of the heart or brain about which modern doctors talk so wisely 
and know so little.” 


A writer in Chambers’s Jowrnal, before the war, says, 


“The Paris workman has no grandchildren. Hard work, careless liv- 
ing, and drunkenness combined not only destroy the man, but his chil- 
dren are weak, and unable to battle with the stern necessities of life; 
they die out early for want of stamina, leaving in their turn offspring 
who never reach maturity. In fact, were it not for the constant influx 
from the provinces, the Parisian artisan would soon be extinct. Spite 
of all the government has done for him, the Paris workman is ever dis- 
contented, and ready always to cry ‘Any thing for a change.’ ” 


The physical inferiority of the present French soldiers to 
their own standard of fifty years ago, as well as to the armies 
opposed to them, has been frequently noticed during the late 
war. It confirms what is otherwise amply attested, as to the 
marked physical deterioration of the working classes of France, 
a fact of which one evident cause is their general deprivation 
of the weekly rest-day. 


CONCLUSION. 


Recent events in Europe furnish emphatic lessons as to the 
intimate relation and value of the Sabbath to our free institu- 
tions. Sunday toil on the one hand, and Sunday dissipation 
on the other, are in no small measure both cause and conse- 
quence of the social and moral degeneracy which has brought 
on France such fearful disaster. The Paris Commune is the 
ripe fruit of the Paris Sunday. 

In despotic governments, as in the great pyramids, stability 
and order may be secured by the mere force of superincum- 
bent pressure. But in a free government, as in a building of | 
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brick, where each citizen is an equal factor, there needs some- 
thing besides dead weight to bind the several parts, some in- 
fluence inhering in each and keeping each in place, a principle 
of self-control. 

This principle of self-government is found only in the mix- 
ture of intelligence and religion, and of both these, the Sab- 
bath is the efficient and indispensable condition.* 

Acting upon the principles and policy stated and illustrated 
in the preceding pages, the New-York Sabbath Committee 
have steadfastly and hopefully labored to maintain this pre- 
cious heritage of our fathers; during the past two years they 
have successfully resisted unfavorable legislation, and have 
done something to secure the enforcement of existing laws: 
by addresses, sermons, the issue of documents, the use of the 
public press, they have sought to awaken the attention of the 
people to the value of the Sabbath and the peril of encroach- 
ments upon it; they have codperated with friends of the Sab- 
bath in organizing similar movements in other places, and 
have gathered and disseminated facts and considerations bear- 
ing on this question as widely as possible. 

‘The results, thus far reached, afford them every encourage- 
ment to continue their efforts. The Sabbath needs but to be 
fairly discussed in order to vindicate both its claims as a reli- 
gious institution upon the conscientious observance of the 
Christian, and its claims as a civil institution upon the re 
gard of the citizen, and such maintenance by the civil mag: 
istrate as shall assure to every man his right to enjoy it. In 
their efforts to this end, the Committee earnestly ask the co- 
operation of their fellow-citizens of all parties and deno- 
minations. 


NOTE, 


FRANKLIN: ‘* What can laws do without morals?” 

Wasuineton: ‘ Virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government.”’ ‘ Rea. 
son and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion 
of religious principle.” 

MiIRABEAU: “ God is as necessary as liberty to the French people.” 

La Puace: “Ihave lived long enough to know what at one time I did not believe—that 
no society can be upheld in happiness and honor without the sentiments of religion.” 

MOoNTALEMBERT: “There is no religion without worship, and no worship without the 
Sabbath.” 


———— = = — 


A FRENCH CATHOLIC ON THE AMERICAN SABBATH, 
a [Continued from Second Page of Cover.) 


“Undoubtedly. .... one needs but to step into the crowded temples, to 
enter the circles of the quiet families where together they read the holy Scrip- 
ture, to find the key of this mystery. What are these tradesmen doing in the 
church? They are learning there that man does not live by bread alone; 
that he has not only rights, but duties; that he owes to God an inner wor- 
ship and a supreme love; to his country’s laws the obedience of his heart ; 
to himself the honor of a quiet conscience and respect for his own good 
name; that so he may conquer the wild beast that is within us, (as an old 
writer says,) if he would not that himself and his family and the community 
be enslaved and destroyed by it. 

“With us Sunday is for amusement; and amusement is, as many think, 
the dispersion and shaking off of weekly cares by pleasures, aud these not 
Spiritual, but sensual. In America, Sunday rest is for the whole man, for 
soul and body both. 

“As for myself, when I walk through the empty streets of some large 
city in the Union, which the day before were filled with a restless and noisy 
multitude; when I find myself alone in the broad avenues where before I 
was crowded, pushed, and stopped at every step; when I find every where 
silence, rest, and emptiness, save in the churches ; when I bethink me that 
this medley of men have withdrawn themselves for prayer and meditation, 
I confess that I feel myself impressed—L become earnest, religiously disposed. 
I understand why this people is a great people; I know why for a century it 
has been free--yea, the freest people which is found. When now, on the 
contrary, I see the citizen and villager of France utterly devoid of the divine 
sense of Sunday, following only the charm of the sensual moment, or only 
seeking gain, rioting in pleasures, or panting under slavish toil; when in 
the streets I hear the song, the laugh, the tumult of the multitude mingled 
with the rumble of the heavy carts; when I compare the crowds which fill 
the public places with the small number of believers in the churches, then 
I feel in my heart the anguish of bitter sadness about my country, (France ;) 
I understand why this people, so gifted, so great in the past, still so rich in 
the present, suffers and complains. I understand that, besides the evidences 
of greatness and hope for the future, it shows unmistakable signs of a pro- 
found disturbance, symptoms of a frightful moral decay, of revolt against 
God, and of the denial of the immortality of the soul—things unknown to 
our fathers. I understand why this people, so in love with liberty, is not 
yet free and will not easily become so. 

“Woe to America, (says a church historian,) if it ever ceases to keep holy 
the Lord’s Day! Yes, woe to America, and woe then to Liberty! The 
Americans know it, and in order to strengthen in the hearts of the people 
reverence for this social and religious institution, they make use of their 
great means, the great power, association. There are Sunday Societies, as 
there are Bible, Temperance, Education Societies.” 
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(8 Letters and Orders may be addressed to the Secretary of the Sab- 
bath Committee, No. 87 Bible House, New-York. Donations may be sent to 
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